COLOMBIA   <&   ITS   PEOPLES
on night and day, but the \vorkers have no objection to this. They are well treated, and they respond
y doing their best.
" The Colombian Indian, general, is ready to \^ndertake the heaviest toil with patience and surprising immunity from fatigue. He is docile and a lover of peace. " Naturally civil, kind-hearted and hospitable " is the description given by one who was American Minister to the Republic. He loves his patch of land. Something of those qualities implanted by Nature has been effaced, or at any rate overlaid by the brutality of man, but enough remains to show what the Indians might be. They are capable of warm affection in family relations. If they are timid and suspicious it is because they have good reason to fear and distrust the white man.
Of course these Indians are  superstitious;    they love the processional part of religion ;   they believe implicitly the most absurd tales, such as that about the finely carved marble pulpit in   Cartagena  Cathedral.    This,  it  is related, was sent by a Pope as a present to   the   faithful   people   of   the   port between two and three hundred years ago.    On the voyage out the ship which carried it was boarded by pirates, who threw it over the side as they had no use for such burdensome booty.    The pulpit, however,  refused to sink,  and when the pirates had cleared off it was hauled into the ship again.
Unfortunately a second lot" of pirates made their appearance, and this time the ship was set on fire. Down it went, with everything in it, excepting the pulpit. This .floated as before, and beached itself near Cartagena as if it
DEFT AND DAINTY FACTORY GIRL OF BOGOTA The town of Bogota possesses many a modern establishment with up-to-date equipment, and in the light and airy hygienic laboratory of a well-known Spanish firm this pretty Colombian girl may be seen at her work of preparing small packing-cases
knew quite well where to go. On the beach it remained for many years, until an enterprising sea-captain about to sail for Spain thought he might as well take it to Spain and sell it there. This notion came to the knowledge of the Archbishop of Cartagena (it was apparently the first he had heard of the pulpit's arrival), and he informed the captain that it was the property of the cathedral. In spite of this the captain got the pulpit aboard and set sail. The Archbishop pursued him with a curse so terrible that immediately a storm arose and the vessel .was lost with all hands. But the unsinkable pulpit floated back to Cartagena, and this time was picked up and placed in the cathedral where it belonged. Such stories as that the
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